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Workshop 1: Review
• Focus Areas

• Taking Stock

• Document, Catalog & File

• Getting Started

• Tools and Software

Question from last week: the newspaper archive I use is: https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 
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Review: Sources of information
There are many sources – these are the main ones

irrespective of which country your search is in.

Vital Records: Birth, marriage, and death certificates.

Census Records: Most countries and many states carried out regular censuses.

Church Records: Pre-civil registration, BMD, banns, baptisms, volunteers, and wardens.

Cemetery and gravestones. (findagrave.com is an excellent place to start.)

Immigration, Naturalization, and Citizenship. Family groups often traveled together.

Newspapers & Obituaries. There are several sites so research the newspapers first.

Military Records.  Generally, records for officers are easier to find than for enlisted men.

Land & Property Records. The Wiki at FamilySearch is an excellent place to start for the next steps by state.

Wills & Probate. Availability varies by location.

Courts, Prisons, and Crime. Public records if you can find them.

Maps. Understanding where your family lived helps in other research (friends, associates & neighbors)

Your family. Often family ‘lore’ is incorrect but a good starting point for names and relationships.
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Search Strategy
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Search Strategy

QUESTION: What are you trying to find out?

BACKGROUND: What facts do you have which will help your search?

SOURCES: Which sources will assist in answering your question?

PLAN: What is the availability and location of the sources?

SEARCH: Execute your search plan.

DOCUMENT: Cite and document your results, both positive and negative.

Modify based 
on results



©John Beaumont 2022 – John.Beaumont@Outlook.com

Search Strategy: Question
Do not search randomly – have a question you are trying to answer 

(write down the question).

If your search does not have a focus, then you will be all over the place 
and probably miss essential records.

Some examples:

• Where was [name] who was married to [name] on [date] born
• Who was the mother of [name]
• When and where did [name] immigrate to the USA
• Who were the children of [name] and [name] who married on [date][location]

Don’t be distracted 
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Search Strategy: Background & tips
• Document the facts you know are accurate and will assist your search.

• Some parameters may be estimates, perhaps a date range for birth or death, a state rather than a city.

• Be careful with “exact” searches (most searches default to “similar” or “sounds like”).

• Start with a broad search, then “focus in,” using more parameters.

• Use wildcards. Typically, “*” for multiple characters, “?” for single characters.

• Use nicknames, married names, and abbreviated names.

• Some children are given their stepfather’s last name while in his household and revert to the given name later.

• If you can’t find someone, try looking for their family or relatives.

• Families often reused the names of children who died.

• Baptism date may not have any bearing on birth date.

• Naming conventions often lead to multiple people with the same name (next slide).

• There are errors, omissions, lies, and guesses in numerous “official” records.

• Many family trees online are incorrect. As a rule, the more people in the tree, the less accurate it is.

• A date of 10/12/1845 is 10th December in Europe and 12th October in the USA.

• To avoid confusion, the genealogical convention for recording dates is dd mmm yyyy (12 Oct 1845).

• Family lore (e.g., great-grandfather was at the Alamo) often turns out to be incorrect.
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Search Strategy: Family Names

• The first son was named after the paternal grandfather
• The second son was named after the maternal grandfather
• The third son was named after the father
• The fourth son was named after the oldest paternal uncle
• The fifth was named after the second oldest paternal uncle or the oldest maternal uncle

• The first daughter was named after the maternal grandmother
• The second daughter was named after the paternal grandmother
• The third daughter was named after the mother
• The fourth daughter was named after the oldest maternal aunt
• The fifth was named after the second oldest maternal aunt or the oldest paternal aunt

(https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/England_Personal_Names)

Many countries have naming conventions that may lead to multiple 
closely related people with the same family name in the same place at 

the same time. Christian name groupings can help identify families.
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Search Strategy: Family Names
In this 1841 census example, three Bousfield brothers from the same village have a son called 

Stephen born around the same time. Their grandfather was called Stephen. 

How would you determine his father if you had a relative called Stephen 
Bousfield, born between 1830 – 1840 in the Village of Orton, Westmorland?

1841 England Census, Class: HO107; Civil Parish: Orton; County: Westmorland; Enumeration District: 6; Page: 11; Line: 21; (Ancestry.com : accessed 05 Aug 
2022); GSU roll: 464189. This census rounded adult ages down to the nearest 5.
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Search Strategy: Sources

Decide where and what records you will search first; for instance, you may decide 
that you should look for vital records (birth, marriage, death), wills, censuses, land 

records, etc.

You will need to know what records are available and where you can search.  
Google is always helpful. For instance, you could Google: “New York Birth Records 

1800-1900,” which would lead you to the “New York Genealogical and Biographical 
Society,” which will assist in your search.  Typically, when using Google (or Bing 

etc.), ignore the Ad links that pop up first in the results.

Don’t forget you can also search by image.
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Search Strategy: Sources
The Family Search Wiki is particularly helpful in suggesting where to search for 

records by state and country (other sites have research guides, too, 
https://www.genuki.org.uk/ for UK & Ireland, for example).

https://www.genuki.org.uk/
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Search Strategy: Plan
You should document your search plan in your Research Log.

*There are Research Log templates readily available on the internet
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FamilySearch Demo
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Family Search – Quick Demo

Things to remember.

Explore the collections.
Read “Using this collection” notes.
Nearly every family tree has errors.
Not all records have images.
Not all images are indexed.
Some images are available at FHS.
Use the Wiki.



©John Beaumont 2022 – John.Beaumont@Outlook.com

Case Study
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Case Study
Research and Genealogy: Using FamilySearch

Ernest Hemingway

Question: “What was the name of Ernest Hemingway’s father?”
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Search Strategy – Ernest Hemingway

QUESTION: What was the name of Ernest Hemingway’s father?

BACKGROUND: Ernest was born around 1900; his mother was called Grace.

SOURCES: 1)Birth/baptism records, 2)census records

PLAN: Source records are available on FamilySearch

SEARCH: Execute your search plan.

DOCUMENT: Cite and document your results, both positive and negative.

Modify based 
on results
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Exercise 1- Birth & Baptism Records
Question: “who was the father of Ernest Hemingway”

Exercise 1:
Log onto FamilySearch.Org
and search for the birth or 
baptism records of Ernest 
Hemmingway to find his 
father.  
>> 10 minutes.
You may not be successful.
Don’t panic

Don’t use 
GOOGLE or 
any other 

search 
engine
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Do we know the name of his father?
NOT REALLY

Let’s examine census records close to 
his birth date, which possibly include 

his father.

>> Look at all the differences between the register and certificate:
• Ernest’s last name is different
• Father has different first names
• Mother has different last names
• Mother’s first name is missing from the register

Search as described – did anyone use
“Exact Search”?

What would have happened?
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Exercise 2- Census Records
Question: “who was the father of Ernest Hemingway”

Exercise 2:
Search for the 1900 US 
census image for Ernest 
Hemmingway’s entry to 
find his father.  
>> 10 minutes.
You may not be successful.
Don’t panic

Don’t use 
GOOGLE or 
any other 

search 
engine

Tip:
This time to focus on the 1900 census filter by collection

Click on        to see the image
What else might the census image tell us?

(Hint: Pay attention to the column headings)
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Census Search Results:

Online Image is available.
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Associated Image – 1900 census Cicero Township, Cook Co. Illinois 
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Searching – Be Detailed
What else can this one page tell us?

Look for more information and 

examine every record in detail.
• Age & year of birth
• Number of years married
• Number of children
• Where born & where parents were born
• Occupation
• Education
• Home ownership
• Shares the home with Earnest Hall (Maternal Grandfather) the 

homeowner.

• There is also another Hemingway family on the same street – are 
they related

• Location
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Ernest Miller Hemingway was born on July 21, 1899, in Oak Park, Illinois, an affluent 

suburb just west of Chicago, to Clarence Edmonds Hemingway, a physician, 

and Grace Hall Hemingway, a musician. (Wikipedia - https://www.wikipedia.org)

Even official records have incorrect information



©John Beaumont 2022 – John.Beaumont@Outlook.com

Document your Search



©John Beaumont 2022 – John.Beaumont@Outlook.com

Search Strategy: Documentation
You should document the results of your searches in your Research Log. You should note at least the basic details so that 
you or a fellow researcher/family member can reproduce the search and find the record; this will give legitimacy to your 
work and, if you go on to document more formally, will form the basis of a citation. 

You should also document (and cite) where you searched unsuccessfully.  This will prevent you from constantly repeating 
the same search and let others know where you have searched.  Include the parameters you used for your search and the 
date you searched.

A basic genealogical citation is based on five components: Document Archive Example.

• Who? – who created the source (The Author)
• What? – what is the source (The Title)
• When? – when was the source created (Date Published)
• Where is (it)? – the location of the source (The Archive’s name)
• Where in? – whereabouts in the location (The Document’s location in the Archive)
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Search Strategy: Research Log Example

Research Plan Search Results
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Ancestry Demo
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– Quick Demo

Things to remember.

Explore the Card Catalogue.
Read “About this collection” notes.
Nearly every family tree has errors.
NEVER copy a tree into your tree.
Fully research HINTS before accepting.
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Questions?


